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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Summary 

Prior to entry of the foregoing amendment, Claims 1 9, 23, and 27 were 
pending with Claims 19 and 23 being independent claims and the remaining 
claim being a dependent claim. Claims 19 and 23 have been amended without 
adding new matter. Upon entry of the foregoing amendment, Claims 1 9, 23 and 
27 are pending with Claims 19 and 23 being independent claims and the 
remaining claim being a dependent claim. Applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration of Claims 19, 23, and 27 in view of the amendments above and 
the remarks below. 

Traversal of Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 112 

The Office Action rejected Claims 19, 23 and 27 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, 
second paragraph as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant regards as the invention 
(Office Action, Page 2). 

In lieu of the present amendment, the rejection of these claims is now moot 
and Applicant respectfully requests the rejections be withdrawn and the Claims 
allowed per the reasons stated in the Office Action, at the Examiner's earliest 
convenience. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicant respectfully submits that all of the claims pending in the 
application meet the requirements for patentability and respectfully requests that 
the Examiner indicate the allowance of such claims at the Examiner's earliest 
convenience. 

Any amendments to the claims which have been made in this response 
which have not been specifically noted to overcome a rejection based upon prior 
art, should be considered to have been made for a purpose unrelated to 
patentability, and no estoppel should be deemed to attach thereto. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to deduct or credit any 
underpayments or overpayments submitted in conjunction with this response 
from/to deposit account number 502456 . 

Should the Examiner have any questions, the Examiner may contact the 
Applicant's undersigned representative at the (949) 932-3104. 



Respectfully submitted, 



/Jonathan Ibasco/ 



Date Jonathan Ibasco, Reg. No. 63,628 

Attorney for Applicant 



Canon U.S.A. Inc., Intellectual Property Division 
1 5975 Alton Parkway 
Irvine, CA 92618-3731 
Fax: (949) 932-3560 
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